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nyght in thyn owne forheed."   The writynge was "lesus
Nazarenus rex Judeorum," that is " Jesus of Nazareth kyng
of Jewes :" therafter he lerned to have ourc Lorcles passioun
alwey in his mynde.   Ones, for besynesse of a lessoim that he
moste rede, he forgat it; than whan the day gan to spring the
olde enemy bonde faste his hondcs for he schulde nought
blesse hym self, and he prayde in his hcrtc, and the enemy
fil1 doun from hym bytwene the bed and the wal.   They* he
were nought infra sacros8 he was a maister of aart, and usede
to here a masse and seie his houres everiche clay or he wolde
rede, and was profitable to his scolers, for he taughte them to
here masse also. Whan he feng4 money of his seders he leyde
it in a wyndowe, and seide "Pouder to ponder and askes* to
askes;" but the money was ofte i*take awey with his felawes
in game, other elles priveliche with theofes. Whanne he redde
arithmetic his moder that was deed appcred to hym in his
sleep and axede hym and seide," What figures becth thees
that thou studiest ynne ?" and he answerde, "Such and suche,"
and than sche peynted thre cercles in her right bond, as they
sche wolde rnen[e] the Fadir and Sone and Holy Goost, and
seide, "Sone, studie thou in these figures after this tyme,"
Seelde he sat in chirche, but he backle his bcdis stondynge
other knelynge; ffor he was a nobil prechour, a scharp arguer,
and a mylde lyst[en]er.   For greet knelynge his kneen were
harde as the sooles of his feet   Everiche day he seide thre
payre of matyns and of houres of the day, of oure Lady, of
the Holy Gost, with Placebo and Dirige.   A-nyght after his
firste sleep he wolde aryse and seie certeyn psalmes and prayers.
Yif eny envious word come in place, he wolde chaunge the
theme, and passe to the betir matire; he wolde have no bene-
fice with cure, but oon.   The tyme of etynge and slepynge
and rydynge, whanne he myghte noughte studie, he tolde hit
al y-lost   As ofte as he openede his bibel he wolde wor-
schippe hit with a cros.   And in the heyres that he werede
unnethe6 myghte eny worme be y-founde.   Hym schamed
nought to drawe of his owne hosen and achoon,   Everiche
man that he mette in the way that wolde be schryvefn] to
i fell.      * though.      * in Holy Order**      * took*     * Ashei*     * scarcely.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